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Course Description:   

HST 210 explores the contours of the Great Depression and New Deal in American history. The course includes an examination of economic, political, social, and cultural factors and forces at play in America during the Depression era (1929-1941) with an emphasis on the New Deal and its successes, failures, and legacy.  

Course Objectives:  
The primary objectives of the course are:

1. To promote a better understanding of the history of the Great Depression and New Deal in American history with an emphasis on the major issues and themes of the period.

2. To foster an appreciation for the dynamics of the historical process.

3. To provide an introduction to the techniques of historical analysis through assignments that require a critical study of primary documents from the period of the Great Depression and New Deal and analysis of the documents’ value to the historian.
Student Learning Outcomes:   

After successful completion of this class students should be able to:

	1A, 1C, 5A, 5B

5A & 5B

4A & 5A

1C, 5A, 7A

5A, 5B, 7A
	· Demonstrate their understanding of the history of the Great Depression and New Deal in American history with an emphasis on the major issues and themes of the period through exams, essays, and class discussion.

· Assess and explain the dynamics of the historical process in regard to the issues of the period.

· Conduct historical analysis through assignments that require a critical study of primary documents from the period under study.

· Utilize the techniques of historical research through research assignments that require an informed analysis of the documents’ value to the historian.

· Perform critical thinking assignments geared toward historical events and issues of the period.




Length of Course:
44 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass, Audit
Prerequisites:
Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115, pass WR-095 or placement in 


WR-121
Required Text: 

1. Studs Terkel, Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression 
2. David Brinkley, Freedom from Fear: American People in the Great Depression
3. Assorted reading TBA from EBSCO electronic database (CCC library)

Major Topic Outline:
Background: America in the 1920s

The Stock Market Crash of 1929
Hoover’s Depression

FDR and the New Dealers

New Deal Programs: Successes and Failures 

New Deal Opponents from the Left and from the Right

Hard Times in the Dust Bowl

From the Roosevelt Recession to the Stirrings of Recovery

American Voices: The Legacy of the Great Depression and the New Deal 

